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“And her voice is a backwards record”:

The Gendering of Phonograph 

Technology
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Cueing up

• The listening room

• Domestic war

• Bias

• Now
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Why?

“You would think that with 

women being more suited to 

the home life they would 

actually be more into record 

collecting than men” 

(fecklessscrounger, 2017, 

Discogs forum)
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The Listening Room

“men have bulldozed the opposite sex into the belief that they cannot 

possibly understand the workings of this complicated equipment...

As time went by, men were happy that audio interest had taken on the 

aspects of a secret fraternal organization from which women were barred”
(Reif 1956, p. 11)
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“Do women really listen to music . . . ? Is music a part of 

their experience because it is thought-provoking and soul-

satisfying, or merely because it comes out of a 'blond' 

cabinet . . . and thus adorns the domestic premises?”
(Buxbaum, 1949, p51)

“Rather than being a matter of sex, doesn't it depend on 

how well the listener knows and enjoys music as such?”
(Heathcote,1949, p. 58)

Domestic War
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“I have stacks of washing to do and there is a one 

in a million Promenade Concert on tonight -

Grieg’s Piano Concerto in A minor, Schubert’s 

Unfinished Symphony & Overture to William 

Tell....At the moment, I am in the world of 

dreamland and music”
GC, 1955, The Great Diary Project

(cited in Perchard, 2017)
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http://seanolive.blogspot.co.uk/2010/07/why-live-versus-recorded-listening.html Advertisement from The Fulton County Tribune, (Wauseon, OH) February 11, 1916.

The Listening 

Bias

http://seanolive.blogspot.co.uk/2010/07/why-live-versus-recorded-listening.html
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internalised patriarchal capital 

(King, 2021, p.339)
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So is this medium of 

music gendered?
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Thank you!

www.karlynking.com

The Songs Are Spells Podcast 

Insta: @karlynLking
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