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Bertelsmann Facts
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Facility setup and competences in Gütersloh

▪ 432,000 ft² / 40,000 m²

▪ Mastering, replication and assembly of all kinds of discs (CD, DVD, BD, Xbox, 4K-UHD BD and LP Records) 

▪ Inhouse printing and cardboard packaging for multimedia products

▪ Auto and manual packaging 

▪ Distribution Services

▪ Pre-Graphic Service

Sonopress



4 Sonopress GmbH

1985

The introduction of the Compact 

Disc was a revolution for the 

Home Entertainment Industry

2007

Market launch of the 

HD DVD

1958

Sonopress–The beginning of 

the Vinyl-LP Record 

manufacturing

1997

Start of the DVD empowered 

the Home Entertainment Video-

and Gaming Industries

2008

Blu-Ray: 

Start of the production 

(later also 3D-BD)

2016

Start of the 

4K-Ultra-HD Blu-ray Disc

2023

EcoRecord: 

Start of the production 

of the sustainable LP

Sonopress -
Amongst the Pioneers of the Global Development of Optical Discs & Records
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From the traditional process to LP Record 2.0

• The raw materials will get more into the focus with the growing interest for reducing the carbon footprint of implied energy and CO2 emissions

• The traditional Vinyl manufacturing process turns 75 years old in 2023 – and the process is still almost unchanged during all this time. Time to re-think?

Innovation – Keeping the momentum for the LP Record market 

75 Years from 1948 to 2023: Materials, methods, machinery to meet consumer trends and sustainability

The Long Play Record

Introduced as the „Long Playing Microgroove Record“

• Released on 21st June 1948

• 12-inch LP Microgroove Record

• Analog groove modulation

• Originally 23 minutes per side, later increased by several minutes

• Production method almost unchanged for 75 years

• Hydraulic presses with usage of polyvinyl chloride / PVC (Vinyl) and generating water steam by natural gas

• High energy impact for the heating process and the cooling process (natural gas and electricity, CO2 footprint)
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In April 2023 Sonopress 

celebrated its 65th anniversary

Background Sonopress

65 years Sonopress : 1958 - 2023
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Premastering and Mastering are key to the success of the Long Play Record workflow 

• Limited market capacity for mastering / lacquer cutting

• Limited number of Direct Metal Mastering units still existing

• DMM Direct Metal Mastering was developed by TELDEC, at that time seen as the state-of-the art mastering process for Long Play Records

Built-up of DMM-Mastering

At Sonopress in Gütersloh

Mastering at Sonopress, March 2023
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Premastering and Mastering are key to the success of the Long Play Record workflow 

• Limited market capacity for mastering / lacquer cutting

• Limited number of Direct Metal Mastering units still existing

• DMM Direct Metal Mastering was developed by TELDEC, at that time seen as the state-of-the art mastering process for Long Play Records

Built-up of DMM-Mastering

At Sonopress in Gütersloh

DMM mastering at Sonopress, March 2023
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Built-up of LP Electroforming

LP galvanics at Sonopress in Gütersloh
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Official „Go-Live“ of the Vinyl record LP manufacturing

February 2023
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Innovation in the LP Record manufacturing process  

EcoRecord
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Innovation in the LP Record manufacturing process  

EcoRecord
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Innovation in the LP Record manufacturing process  

When a pictures is worth a thousand words …
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The sustainable approach 

EcoRecord

Scope & Approach

• Cooperation of Warner Music Group & Sonopress

• Sustainable approach for Material, method, machine

• A complementary element for the LP Record industry
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THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR INTEREST


