
MAKING VINYL-  NASHVILLE

BUSTED: THE LATEST 
CRACKDOWN ON BOOTLEGS 
AND COUNTERFEITS
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• The Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA) is the trade organization 
that supports and promotes the creative and financial vitality of the major music 
companies. Its members are the music labels that comprise the most vibrant 
record industry in the world. RIAA® members create, manufacture and/or 
distribute approximately 85% of all legitimate recorded music produced and sold 
in the United States.

• In support of this mission, the RIAA works to protect the intellectual property and 
First Amendment rights of artists and music labels; conduct consumer, industry 
and technical research; and monitor and review state and federal laws, 
regulations and policies. 

• The work includes lobbying activities at the state and federal level, media 
relations, Music label relations, education and anti piracy activities.

WHO WE ARE AND WHAT WE DO



LIFECYCLE OF UNAUTHORIZED 
PHYSICAL MUSIC PRODUCT

Factory
• Vinyl Processing
• Packaging

Distributor
• Pic House
• B2B eCommerce Platform

Retail Seller
• Retail Location
• B2C eCommerce Platform 

Consumer
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FULL-YEAR 2023 RIAA MUSIC 
REVENUE STATISTICS 
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• Total physical revenues of $1.9 
billion were up 11% versus the 
prior year. 

• Revenues from vinyl records 
grew 10% to $1.4 billion and 
accounted for 71% of physical 
format revenues.

• For the second time since 1987  
vinyl albums outsold CDs in 
units (43 million vs 37 million)
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What’s the Problem



UNAUTHORIZED VINYL SURVEY RESULTS- BY PLATFORM
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Of the 20 unauthorized vinyl titles how many were available on each platform?





UNAUTHORIZED ALBUMS HIDDEN IN PLAIN SIGHT









What’s Out There?
UNAUTHORIZED COLOR UNAUTHORIZED FORMAT UNAUTHORIZED PICTURE DISC



























WHAT’S THE DAMAGE?



BACK OF ENVELOPE LOSS CALCULATION

€49.99 + 22.90 = €72.12 per item

 44 already sold = €3,173.28

Seller has 98 items in storefront 
       €3,173.28 X 98 =
    €310,981.44

• Over 500 unique vinyl sellers on platform

• If all the same the value is €155,490,000



WHAT ARE WE DOING ABOUT IT



Enforcement Tactics: What Works?
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ü DMCA Notices
ü Cease and Desist Letters
ü Intermediaries Strategies
ü Litigation
ü Criminal Referrals
ü Direct Engagement
ü Legislative Action





56 COUNTRIES COVERED



WHAT CAN YOU DO ABOUT IT



WHAT CAN YOU DO ABOUT IT?

•Rights Verification Form
•Digital Copyright Verification 
•Check with copyright owner
• “Know Your Customer”
• Verify information provided
•Check references
•  Does it make sense


